NBA-ICLE NEW WIGS HAND-HOLDING SERIES 2023: Concept Note
Objective

1. This Note sets out the scope for a series of orientation trainings to be held for newly qualified members of the Nigerian Bar Association (NBA), tentatively dubbed the “Hand-Holding Series 2023” (the “Series”), designed to provide enlightenment to persons called to the Nigerian Bar in July and November 2022 on key thematic issues: Getting Started in the Legal Profession; Deciding on a Career Path; and Fundamentals of Practice Areas in Nigeria.
2. The aim of the Series will be to plug a knowledge gap that exists for new entrants into the legal profession, who like other young professionals must contend with social and technical hurdles as they begin their careers. Some of these hurdles include deficiencies from the educational system that may have left new professionals insufficiently prepared for the world of work they are walking into. Indeed, attempting to map out paths to a successful career in the legal profession, identifying the best start-points and figuring out individual branding in a highly competitive environment with limited opportunities can be daunting for newly qualified lawyers.
Target Audience

3. It is envisaged that the Series will attract participation from circa 7,000 newly qualified lawyers (the “Target Participants”) who will be able to attend the Series via online conferencing platforms. 
Execution
4. The training session shall be held virtually vide the Zoom teleconferencing application. Participants will be asked to complete short questions/poll forms in between the session to ensure their active participation at the session.
Thematic Areas
5. The key thematic areas to be covered by the Series are as set out hereafter.

Getting Started in the Legal Profession

· Preparing an excellent personal statement, curriculum vitae, and application letter;
· Finding a Law Firm or other employer;

· Basic Interviewing Skills;

· Developing the right mindset for work;
· Dealing with initial rejections
· Career Development: Networking for Lawyers, the role of mentorship and Notable Associations to join.
Personal branding

· Personal marketing as a young lawyer;

· Effective use of social media: Linkedin account etc. 

· Personal appearance and good grooming
Deciding on a Career Path

· Career opportunities for lawyers; 
· The linear path;

· The nonlinear path;

· The generalist v. the specialist;

· Going global.
Fundamentals of Practice Areas in Nigeria
· Litigation in a broad sense
· Mediation

· Arbitration

· Banking & Finance

· Capital Market

· Private Equity

· Energy
· Intellectual Property

· Maritime

· Family Law

Emerging Areas:
· Entertainment, Media and Sports Law

· Technology and FinTech Law 
Session Structure

6. The Series will be structured to feature knowledge sharing sessions delivered by selected facilitators with Q&As from the floor: 

Target Facilitators

7. Partners in Law Firms
8. General Counsel/ Legal Counsel at notable companies
9. Senior lawyers working with the government at different levels
10. Bar leaders
Finance

11. Expenditure: The only cost anticipated will be the cost of subscribing for a zoom webinar package. This cost will be borne by the NBA. 
12. Fees: The event will be free for participants.
Sessions Overview and Speakers

	S/N
	Session
	Synopsis
	Speakers

	1. 
	Getting Started in the Legal Profession
	This session will help New Wigs understand the fundamental processes involved in starting out in legal practice. The session will cover preparing an excellent personal statement, curriculum vitae, and application letter; finding a Law Firm or other employer; basic Interviewing Skills; developing the right mindset for work; dealing with initial rejections; and Career Development: Networking for Lawyers, the role of mentorship and Notable Associations to join.


	Yimika Adesola
Odunola Onadipe

Chinyelu Ezenwa



	2. 
	Personal Branding for Young Lawyers
	Young lawyers need to learn the basics of creating, maintaining and promoting their individual brands as they start out in the legal profession. This session will teach acceptable options for personal marketing; effective use of social media; and personal appearance and good grooming.
	Orji Uka
Olubusola Ajala

Sanford Mba



	3. 
	Deciding on a Career Path
	This session will discuss career opportunities for lawyers and the various options open to lawyers starting out in the profession. The session will draw from the experiences of accomplished lawyers to illustrate the various paths new wigs can explore including the linear path, nonlinear path, generalist and specialist paths as well as considerations for international legal practice.
	Tobenna Erojikwe
Desmond Ogba



	4. 
	Fundamentals of Practice Areas in Nigeria
	Subject experts from different practice areas will discuss the fundamental concepts that intending practitioners in these practice areas need to take cognizance of. Areas to be covered include:

· Litigation, Mediation & Arbitration

· Banking & Finance

· Capital Market

· Private Equity

· Energy

· Intellectual Property
· Maritime

· Family Law
· Entertainment, Media and Sports Law
· Technology and FinTech Law
	Funmi Roberts, Chinedum Umeche, 

	5. 
	
	
	Fred Onuobia, Modupe Dabiri

	6. 
	
	
	Azeezah Muse-Sadiq, 

	7. 
	
	
	Ozofu Ogiemudia

	8. 
	
	
	Ayodele Oni, Tobi Adebowale

	9. 
	
	
	Marx Ikongbeh, Rita Anwiri Chindah

	10. 
	
	
	Tunji Adeyemi, Adedoyin Afun

	11. 
	
	
	

	12. 
	
	
	Beverly Agbakoba, Akinyemi Ayinoluwa, Yahaya Maikori

	13. 
	
	
	Davidson Oturu, Tolulope Osindero, Damilola Salawu
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